'IRAQ,
and the civic spirit in which the political institutions and the
departments of State have evolved from 1925 to 1932. The
Permanent Mandates Commission itself had been inclined to
consider that these considerations were in reality far more
indicative of Iraq's fitness for emancipation than the mere
possession of the machinery of a modern State,l
The Crown
On the promulgation of the Constitution, King Faisal, in
accordance with his declaration to the High Commissioner,
September ioth,a privately announced his withdrawal from
direct participation in the affairs of State. Although this self-
denying ordinance was received with some scepticism in
ministerial circles, the King did refrain for a period of time
from his former active intervention in administrative affairs.
As time passed, however, and acting on the advice of the
British authorities, including that given by the Secretary of
State for the Colonies,3 King Faisal not only resumed his place
as the actual executive of the State but even exceeded the
powers explicitly assigned him by the Constitution, His natural
tendency was not uninfluenced by the fact that, as the point of
balance between Great Britain and his own people, he had every
encouragement to concentrate power within himself. To him
the High Commissioner looked for the assurance that the Treaty
would be observed. Through him British control was to be
exercised over the Council of Ministers, over Parliament and
the conduct of administration. The necessity of strengthening
the King's hands to enable the High Commissioner to achieve
these ends had been recognized from the first by the British
drafters of the Constitution.4 Wide powers had been assured to
the King by the provisions in the Constitution,, in spite of the
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ft Supra, p. 361.
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